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HSC BRIEVING 33 Jammary 1957

X,

11.

IiX.

MOLISE ELECTION ARALYRIS

Orderly pro-Uosulika vote on 30 Jan excesded regime’s expectations.
&, Over $% of wotars weat to polls (95.3% ia *53).
B. Over TO% dropped unmarked ballots (thus voting "straight

tisket™”).

€. Fow sxcept students exarcised "right” te vote in secret

{as law theoretically requires).

B, EReavy turnout atiributable ia part to Chwrch support for

Goaulka, wild weather; in part to fear Russians alene would
benefit fram boycott,

Hew Ssjin zakeup will be as Party planaed;
A, Ower 513 of seats to FPZFR (who antered only 52% of candidates).
B, Two othor “Natieunal Froui” mesbers get 34% of seats (25.%

for Pessants, 8.55 for Desserats).

#. Besaiander (some 15%) go to Cathelics, non-Party “isdependeatz",
Yote gives Qomulka streng hand to deal with Party dissidents,
aspecially pro-Sov "Nstelian™ factiea.

A&, Already appointed sew Axbassador to Hoacow.

B. However, has postponed Party Coagress (schedulsd for spring)

antil *38,
1. Suggests that Gomulka waats sowe tise to consolidate
’ i3] . .
positien, o (:;lﬁiff’i 0.
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NSC BRIEFING 33 January 1957

X.

Ix.

POLISH ELECTIOR ANALYEIS

20 Jan vote for new parliament (SEJH) bhas given overwhelaing

support to Gomulka. Great majority of Poles evidently renlized
that only the Russians would banefit if siections hoycotted.

A,

C.

p.

Randate exceeded Goxulka's expectations:

1. Over 90% of eligible votars participated,

2. Only about 307 failed to vote the straight ticket.

Tew voters except students exercised right to voie secretly,

even though election lav theoretically required secret vote.,

Loag experience with regimentation probably caused many

voters to érop ballots in box withocut markiag them, thereby

voting for the preferred candidates,

1. 7Two elements helpful in ;atti#g out the vote: Catholic
Church support for Gomulka, »ild westher,

£11 party leaders and key isdividuals who stood as candidates

were elected.

1. No disorders of any significance were reported,

Composition of 450-seat parlisment will be as planned by Gomulks

regine:

A,
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51% tor the Eanited ¥orkers Party, This 14% drop from their
present parlismentary totsl was intended by the Communists,
Some 34% of seats will be held by representatives of the two
parties collsborating with the Communists in “Nationsl
Froat” (251% for Peasant Party, 8% for Demccratic Party).
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C. The remnining 15% will be held By non-party and Cathelic

"independents”,

IIl. Election victory has streagthened Gosulka's band for suppressiosn of
disruptive elemente within the party, especially the pro-Boviet
Fatolin fsction.

A, Gomulka is reported to have confided that he will now "take
oare of the party.™

B. Party rank-and~file, hitherto largely uncommitted, will now
probably fall in line behind'him,

¢, Appointment of a asv ambassador to Hoscow (21 Jan) may be
the first of a series of shifts to place men Gomulks can
trust in key positioms. '

1. New smbassador, Tadeusz Gede, is sxperienced in orbit
trade matters, and should ensure expert handling of
Poland's viial ecomomic relations with Sovs.

D, Bowever, Polish Party Congress (scheduled for late March or

early April) bas reportedly been postponed until 1808,

1. Postpooenent indicates that, despite bis new strength,
Gomulka expects it will take some time to consolidate
his pomition.
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qABC BRIEZTING 23 Janvary 1857

BN LACTION STATIBYICE

5) M (B

ol SR

{64.21) %8€ (51.M4)
(21.9%) 118 (25,45)
(5.9 39 (3.5%)

(8.7%) 87 (14.8%)

95.3% 94.1%
. 16,3 17.% uillion
milllon
VOIES CAST 18.8 6.9 »illton
miklion

It, “OPPORITION YOTE™: DPelish Bate Electoral Cossmiswion relessed
following figures to press 23 Jan!

Ao

8.

€.

Yotal votes cast: 16,883,113,

Yotes agaisst “Natiesal Froat™ candidates: 333,008 (uader 2%
of total),

In *5% election, only 36,000 swch votes cast (3/10m of 1%).

I35, Bidelight: uzw SEJ4 should total 458 seats, ouly ﬁi
sendidates were returaed,

A

Ia Nowy Bace distriet, the 488¢h man (a ﬁgim Yorkers® Party
eandidate) recsived suflficlent scrateh-offs to pat him wusder
the 504 of votlse east required for election.

Ruanef? slention will be held.
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